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LIVE BAIT CHUMMING
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It's lare summer; and the nearshore fishing
action ks becoming predictable, and you're not
sure hiow many more siripers you want to but-
the o 300 feetr of wire. Checking the weather
farecasts and the latest 55T chart, you decide
to s for voursell whar this school blusfin bice
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- great for the last couple vears - is all abour.
You head for the Resor Wreck or the Mud Hole, where
until a few weeks ago, all the action was on the troll, and
start chumming. After an hour, the shearwaters are work
ing tn your slick, lietle tunny are rocketing through, and
dewers o bit deeper, you spot the rellzate red checkmarks left
by schoaol bluefin: Sound 1ike one of those perfectly chore-
ographed Florida fishing shows?

Thanks to the huge masses of juvenile menhaden that
hawve infiltrated our waters in recent seasons, you might get
in on this sort of petion by taking a cue from the Bouthern
guys, winl cashing in on live churm

Admmirtedly, Last year was my first season using this
combination, bur it vielded some positive results. And I'm

not the only one. Last Augusr, a few sharp charter guys
cornered the action around the MMud Hole with this
method, This article wall discess this commbanation of mech-
nigues, planning for a safe trip, und fgging up far this type

of fishing,

PLANNING THE TRIP

Before embarking on any inshore tung trip, my first sk
ig to manitor the NOAA forecast, The bout T man = w23-
fonr Seahawk, so0 my rule of thumb for venturing our 16
winds tn ary direction and lees than 15 mph s gafe, unlesy
it's from the east. The next thing to do 18 obrain the Iatest
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Seors tuna op peamuts af the Elephant's Tronk, How sppropriatel

ooran temps from any offshore service. T've been using the
Rutgers’ Univeszity Website at www thecoolmom o

The last and mest important task is to obtain plenty of
dige bt Om my boat 1 have 4 50-gallon dreular live pen,
which sin sccommuodate 300 to 400 lve peanut bunker:
Fortunarely, | am able to cast nes these baits in the river
where 1 keep myv boat. A eick that 1 have recommended
to friends for finding their pwn live bait is o look in cocks
or rivers with good Bdal flow where they may have sjrotred
wohult bunker in the spring. Onee vou have located =uch 3
spot, look for dimpling on the water’s surfice or bair flip-
ping.

RIGGING UP
This type of inshore fighing tends to be a light rackle

affuir, dnce most of the fish pou're artrecting are school
blaefin, Ltle tunny, skipjack, and bordwo, My teckle con-
sists of Shamane TLI 30s fgeed with 30-pound Diwmarid
Momoi, matched to the Shimano Tallus Seeles TLC
SEHSE rod. | prefer this comba becanse of its light weight
tor chunking and flipgisg buits all da, yet it has the power
to take on any larger bluefin char may show ap in your
glick. On the hghter side, 1 like the Shimans Caleatta 400
rigged with 14-power (G Power from Gamakatsu matched
to & Shimanp Tallus Series TLC 70ML vod.

20 the termingl end, T ueea Spro 5I_!-—-|:u:||_m|:| poes
swivel to oy main line, tied oo o 4-foot section of 20-
pound Sexpuar Fluorocarbon leader, snelled o #1 lve bait
heavy duty Gamakatss hook. T like to hook ny baiss righe
through their sostils, as the cartilage &= wugh and allows
you to cast these baits withoue tearing off, Hooleing bt
this way will also let your bait swvim more naturally.

THE FLORIDRA FLAIR

With forecasts and baits secured, it time o hegin
tocusing on where t fish, When hunting for rany, [ focus
on-prominent steuctures fike the Glory Hole and Monster
Ezdge, or wrecks such as the Lillian, BLP, Resor, O, and
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Arundn. When you get to your spod,
look for rps-or weedlines, tempesanie
breids, water clarity of ar lease 30 fest
of visibiliry, and especially signe of fife.
Bairt, birds, and turtfes all provide o
pood indication thut somiething is
there, Personally, if I don't see a combi-
nation of at least two of these previous
factors Tihmove alohg tothe mext
EpOE.

Onee ['ve found my mna howspar, 1
drift upride or upwind of the stricture,
patching live baits five to 10 at & dme
every coiple of mimites. After 15 min-
utes of pitching bairs with a proper
drift over my intended strocmre, if 1
don't have any tuna busting on my
bearts; T will mowe tocanother location,
Lackily for me, Pyve et to move onte
gnother spot af dny tme thie ['ye
employed this rechnigque,

At this peint, I tnseruct my crew o

drop anchor and begin chumming
Mortheast styls, with one notable
extoeption. Instead of using tradrtional
butterfish, 1 will use the peanut bunker.
The first pennus 1 e, | will pop one
e il wid throew themn ont, ' then
tabe omve mare baby bunker and cur
them in half. | believe these Florida
tches have some benehts, as the Lve
baits thrown out into the open ooean
pend fo school up nesr the nearest
structure, which naturally i your boat.
This seems to keep predacors ciose, and
those baits that are blinded in one eye
tend to swim in cirgles, driving funi
ballisne! Lasely, those peanuts that
were cut in half tend to give off o loc of
scided and scent, which really spices up
the slick.

This type of fishing 15 very excitng
anvd has become one of my favarine
ways 10 catch fish. Last year, T had

nairmerous species arrraced oo my elick,
besides the intended tins, incleding
specice of shark and a few dolphin,

Crn my best tnip last year, we fimited
out with schon] bluefin ur the Monser
Ledge within minutes of setting the
anchor. With the right conditions and
plenty of live bait, I hope to continue
this new tuna tradition this summir.



